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Four Courts Press History of Ireland Series  
This book is the first volume in a new series edited by Donnchadh  
Ó Corráin and Tomás O’Riordan, which offers a fresh approach to Irish 
history since the Act of Union (1801). In place of a general narrative, 
each book explores key aspects for the period under consideration.  
These books will appeal to students, the general reader and all those  
interested in Irish history.  

 
Key features of this series include: 
 
•  The use of short survey essays - on politics and administration,  
society and economy, and culture and religion - to outline these  
major aspects and place them in their broader context;   
 
•  Original historical documents, each with an introduction  
and a summation of its content;  
 
•  A section detailing important historical concepts from each period;  
this volume explains nationalism, dowries, sectarianism, evangelicalism, 
economic despression and laissez-faire economics;    
 
•  Brief biographies of major figures are an important feature of  
each book. This volume includes biographies on: Daniel O’Connell,  
James Stephens, Paul Cullen, Thomas Davis, and Mary Aikenhead. 
 

 

Ireland, 1815-1870 
Emancipation, Famine and Religion 
 
Donnchadh Ó Corráin & Tomás O’Riordan, editors  
This book focuses on Catholic Emancipation, the Great Famine  
of 1846-50, and the radicalization of the Catholic Church in Ireland  
that began with the Synod of Thurles (1850). It examines how all three  
events, in varying ways, changed the face of nineteenth-century Ireland. 

About the Series Editors 
 

Donnchadh Ó Corráin is emeritus professor of medieval history and 
Tomás O’Riordan is a researcher and part-time lecturer in University 
College Cork. The editors have spoken extensively on radio about Irish  
history and are available for interviews.

    
   
    For further information, or to arrange an interview with Donnchadh Ó Corráin  

or Tomás O’Riordan, please contact Meghan Donaldson, Four Courts Press  
at (01) 453 4668 or via email at meghan.donaldson@fourcourtspress.ie.  

Visit our website for more information on all our titles: www.fourcourtspress.ie


