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This is the first volume in the new Four Courts Press History
of Ireland Series, which offers a fresh approach to Irish history
since the Act of Union (1801). In place of a general narrative,
each book explores key aspects for the period under consideration.
Specifically designed to answer to the needs of students, these
affordable and accessible books will be an invaluable resource

for everyone employed in teaching Irish history.

Ireland, 1815-1870: emancipation, famine and religion focuses

on Catholic Emancipation, the Great Famine of 1846-50, and
the radicalization of the Catholic Church in Ireland that began
with the Synod of Thurles (1850). It examines how all three
events, in varying ways, changed the face of 19th-century Ireland.
In addition to short survey essays - on politics and administration,
society and economy, and culture and religion - that place these
events in their broader context, this book contains:

* Original historical documents, each with an introduction
and a summation of its content;

* A section detailing important historical concepts from the
period, such as nationalism, sectarianism, evangelicalism,
dowries, economic despression and laissez-faire economics;

* Brief biographies of major figures of the time, including
Daniel O’Connell, James Stephens, Paul Cullen, Thomas
Davis, Mary Aikenhead and Charles Edward Trevelyan.

The second volume in this series
will be published in May 2011:

Iveland, 1870-1914: coercion and conciliation
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