The Central Library and the Second Level student

The Central Library wishes to promote its free and easily accessible resources to Second Level students and their teachers. Apart from its comprehensive stock of history books, the library holds other material that is less well known. The Irish Times Newspaper Archive is freely available here, along with other Irish newspaper collections. There is also a comprehensive collection of Irish Personality Files which hold cuttings from newspapers going back to the early 1980s. We also have a wide stock of journals, some of which, such as the New Statesman and The Economist, are searchable on-line. In order to build on the collection, and increase its relevance for this user-group, we would ask you to consider the following questions and let us know what you think:

· In terms of the special research topics chosen by students at Senior Cycle level, are there specific themes, periods and countries which are more popular than others? If we know that there are such themes, we can build on our stock to make sure that we have material to cover these subject areas.

· If students were to be targeted for library programmes such as tours and research workshops, at what stage in their studies would such programmes be most useful? What would be the best time of year to schedule them?

· Do your students use the resources of Dublin City Libraries? Do they find it easy to use their local library as a source? Is the material easily accessible and do they feel confident in asking for assistance in their research?

· Would you be interested in availing of a guided class tour of the historical sources in the library? The tour would include a brief introduction to the various ways of accessing information in the library, guidance on using the catalogue and pointers for Internet research.

If you think you can help us with these questions or indeed with any advice or ideas, we would be delighted to talk with you. Contact Eithne Massey or Bernadette Cogan at 8734333 or via e-mail at central.library@dublincity.ie.

