Dr. Renate Kurzmann

Assistant Curator

Classical Museum

School of Classics

University College Dublin

Belfield

Dublin 4

Dear History Teacher,

The Classical Museum at University College Dublin would like to invite teachers of history and interested teachers of other subjects and their pupils to come and visit the museum’s collections. We have a regular body of visitors from schools, which offer Classical Studies as part of their curriculum, however, we would also be very interested in welcoming the wider community of Irish secondary schools, who might be interested in scheduling a visit to a museum with Classical antiquities and an ongoing exhibition about the history of Classical collections in Ireland as part of their teaching programme.

The Classical Museum was originally set up as a teaching museum by the Rev. Henry Browne, Professor of Ancient Greek at University College Dublin in 1910 and transferred from Earlsfort Terrace to Belfield Campus in 1971. The collection includes Minoan, Mycenaean and Cypriot antiquities, a large collection of Greek vases, Greek and Roman coins, Greek teracottas, Roman glass, wine amphorae and items of every-day life, as well as some papyri and an important collection of Greek and Roman tombstones. The museum holds exhibitions regularly and at present the exhibition ‘Questioning a new collection’, which presents artefacts from a collection from St. Finian’s College in Mullingar includes a few items from the more recent Irish past alongside Mediterranean antiquities and  can be seen until December 2008. 
The Classical Museum at UCD is open from 10am to 1pm on Tuesdays and Fridays and from 2.15 to 5.30pm on Thursdays. Class visits within and outside these hours can be arranged with me under 7168576 or by e-mailing me at renate.kurzmann@ucd.ie with about two weeks notice. The museum website (http://www.ucd.ie/classics/classical_museum.htm) gives information about the museum’s collections and its publications. We sell a Teachers’ Pack for €10, which introduces the subjects of Greek myths, vase-making, sports in Ancient Greece, Roman funerary monuments and every-day life in antiquity. The pack can be sent to you upon request and is aimed at being used by teachers prior to a visit to the museum.
We would be grateful if you could circulate this letter amongst interested colleagues and look forward to your visit!

Yours sincerely,

Renate Kurzmann

